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Summary 
This report contains aggregated dollar (Canadian wholesale) and unit sales figures from bicycle 
suppliers to the Independent Bicycle Dealer (IBD) channel.  It is estimated that the reporting  
suppliers account for approximately 95% of the channel. 

This report includes data from a number of suppliers who have not reported in previous years.   
Therefore, direct comparisons of Unit and $ Sales figures from previous years are not possible.   
Instead, comparisons of proportional sales figures for each category have been calculated (90%  
of suppliers for 2009 & 95% for 2010). 

This report also includes Electric and 29” wheel category bikes, which were not captured prior to 2010, so 
 comparisons to previous years are not possible. 

The majority of this report consists of category-by-category breakdowns of Units and Dollar  
sales figures, on a month-by-month and quarterly basis for the fourth quarter (October to December)  
of 2010, plus a summary of the full year.  Figures for the corresponding period of 2009 are provided for 
comparison. 

Comparative figures are provided for the U.S. market, drawn from U.S. reporting organizations. 

It should be noted that all Dollar figures are at wholesale, unless otherwise stated. 

For more information, please contact news@btac.org . 



Analysis 
•  The fourth Quarter of 2010 saw a reversal to the decline in the previous two quarters.  All categories with the 

exception of 26" saw growth Year-Over-Year (YOY), led by Road and Hybrid.  For the full twelve month period, Unit 
sales are up 3% (YOY) and Dollar sales are flat (down 0.34%). 

•  Overall, IBD suppliers shipped 328, 984 units for 2010, up 3% from the previous year.  Road and Hybrid combined 
have overtaken 26" as the largest category, after 26" fell from 52.53% of Dollar sales to 44.44%.  On an annual basis, 
Road was the strong performer, up 17.2% in Units and 21.13% in Dollars, to counter the decline in the 26" category. 

•  In the fourth Quarter, Average Unit Prices (AUP) continued the decline that began in Q3, however, the rate of decline 
slowed substantially.  On an annual basis, earlier Quarters left the AUP down across all categories except Road (up 
3.35%).  The decline in AUP can likely be traced in large part to the drastic shrinking in inventory levels, as suppliers 
continued to clean up their previously high inventory positions. 

•  On an annual basis, we have estimated the IBD sector of the bicycle market to have grown to 357,591 units in 2010, 
up from 336,23 in 2009.  The estimated retail dollar sales value of the IBD sector has increased to $251 million from 
$244 million, Year-Over-Year. 

•  In comparison to the U.S. IBD sector, proportional Unit sales are virtually identical in the 26" category, higher in 
Canada for Youth and Hybrid categories and lower for Road.  Overall, the Canadian Unit sales market is 
approximately 12.5% the size of the American market and 16.1% for Dollar sales, making the Canadian IBD market 
proportionately larger than the U.S. one.  In Dollar sales, the Canadian 26" category makes up a substantially larger 
proportion than the U.S. market, and the reverse is true for the Road category.  Canadian Average Unit prices are 
higher than American ones across every category, often by a substantial margin. 
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